
   

Activity report Update 2021 
  OFFICIAL STATUS 

All documents have been submitted to the 

authorities to register DES as an official 

Community-Based Organization.  We are in the 

process of preparing our annual action plan, 

which is the next stage of the application 

process. 

CONNECTING 

WITH THE 

WORLD 

In 2021, DES 

provided Internet 

access to camp 

residents. This made 

online meetings and 

classes available and allowed people to 

research various topics. An average of 40 users 

were served every day. 

LEARNING A COMMON LANGUAGE 

English and Swahili are the most commonly 

spoken languages in the camp. We continue to 

encourage members of the community to 

learn one or both of these. This year, we 

conducted a 6-month long English course, 

providing books and pens to the 40 students 

who enrolled.  

FOOTBALL PROGRAM 

The activities of our football academy are 

ongoing. Two of our young ones are now 

playing on an adult team. 

DES FILM GROUP 

Thanks to Mr. 

Ronen Geffen’s kind 

gift of a camera and 

tripod, a vibrant 

activity that 

engages increasing 

numbers of camp 

residents was 

created. The DES film group focuses on 

educating the community on the realities of 

life in the camp and on how to overcome the 

challenges specific to our situations.  

Our first film, entitled Never Give Up, was 

released at the end of 2021. It has helped 

increase our membership and made it possible 

for us to shoot a second production. Focusing 

on sexual and gender-based violence, this new 

project is entitled Stop Early Marriage. 

This is currently our most popular activity. We 

are raising funds to purchase a second camera, 

lighting equipment, a boom/microphone, a 

computer for editing, a reflector, as well as a 

large screen to show the film in the 

community. 

We are also looking for experienced people 

who can provide training in camera work, 

acting, film editing and beat/sound editing. 

Donations to pay for location fees, kraft 

services during shooting, transportation and 

other production costs are also gratefully 

accepted. 

https://developmentandempowermentofsociety.com/donate-changia/
https://developmentandempowermentofsociety.com/donate-changia/
https://developmentandempowermentofsociety.com/donate-changia/
https://developmentandempowermentofsociety.com/donate-changia/


 2 

PERMACULTURE AND SYNTROPIC 
AGROFORESTRY 

We were happy to 
count 40 
participants in our 
first 5-day course 
on permaculture 
and agroforestry.  
We continue to 
encounter 
challenges due to 
lack of water and 
transportation 
difficulties for our 
students who live 
far from our 

location, but people are hoping to create their 
own small gardens. An elegant graduation 
ceremony was held to celebrate those who 
were able to complete the program. 

WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP GROUP AND 
TAILORING/SEWING PROGRAM 

The women participating in the leadership 
training supported by Macaco Tamerice have 
produced beautiful needlework. Conducting 
Internet searches, they found patterns and 
inspiration to create tablecloths, bedsheets 
and decorative elements for the home.  

 
 

 

 

Our Allies 
We are happy to report that Madam Rosanna 
Silvestro of Australia, Ms Marie-Luise Scharf of 
Germany and Mr. and Mrs. Morey Bean of the 
United States of America have joined our 
group of supporters.  

Meg Walker is an architect, planner and 
creative place maker. Now semi-retired, Meg 
was Senior Vice President of Project for Public 
Spaces. She now teaches placemaking 
management at the Pratt Institute. Morey is 
an architect and public artist. Now semi-
retired, he founded and operated the 
Colorado Architecture Partnership and was 
honored as the American Institute of 
Architects' Colorado Architect of the Year in 
1999.  He now collaborates with Native 
American community members in Colorado, 
including placement of "The Soldier's Veil", a 
protest covering of a Civil War Monument in 
Boulder for Indigenous Peoples' Day in 2019.  

Meg and Morey now enjoy travel and being 
with their Barcelona-based grandson Arlo (and 
his parents). 

 

Temporarily Suspended 

Activities 

CHILDREN’S WELFARE PROGRAM 

We have had to cancel our programs due to 
lack of funds, but are hoping to use some of 
the revenue from the printing services to 
resume activities. 

COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT 
ACTIVITIES 

Caring For Our Environment And Community 
Safety 

Lack of water and tools have meant that we 
have had to stop our tree planting and road 
repair activities. 

 

 

Soldier's Veil", a protest covering of a Civil War 

based grandson Arlo (and 
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Our Future 
Our community met at the beginning of March 
to decide on its priorities. Among the projects 
currently prioritized are: 

•  the creation of a learning centre,  

• the acquisition of sewing machines for the 
tailoring program and businesses,  

• and the establishment of a Children’s Care 
Centre.  

We also hope to set up a film studio. 

 

Funding 
The DES Team funded some of the film 
activities, paying for locations fees and 
transportation ad the actors pitching in to 
cover craft services.  DES printing services 
generated a profit of 12,350 Kenya shillings, of 
which we plan to reinvest 4,350 to continue 
the service.  Madame Macaco Tamerice 
remains our most generous donor, but 
throughout the year people from Australia, 
Bahrain, Germany, Canada and the United 
States have come together to support us. Our 
total revenue in 2021 was 510.132KES. 

For more information, visit our website at https://developmentandempowermentofsociety.com/ 

or please contact: 

Mr. Kadjosi Matabishi 

Development and Empowerment of Society 

Kakuma 2, Zone 1, Block 6.  

Kenya 

Email: kadjosimatabishi@gmail.com  Cell phone: +254 732 860205 


